
   (877) SCAN-DOC 
   (877) 722-6362 
 
 

State Law, Code, Or Regulation Medical Doctors Hospitals 

Alabama ALA. ADMIN. CODE r. 420-5-7-.13 As long as may be 
necessary to treat the 
patient and for medical 
legal purposes.  

5 years 

Alaska ALASKA STAT. § 18.20.085 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA 

Adult patients: 7 Years after patient discharge 
Minor patients: (Under 19): 7 Years after discharge 
or when the patient reaches the age of 21, 
whichever is longer.  

Arizona ARIZ. REV. STAT. ANN. § 12-2297 Adult patients: 6 years 
after the last date of 
services. Minor patients: 6 
years after the last date of 
services, or until patient 
reaches the age of 21.  

Adult patients: 6 years after the last date of 
services. Minor patients: 6 years after the last 
date of services, or until patient reaches the age of 
21 whichever is longer.  

Arkansas ARK. CODE R. § 007.05.17 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 

Adult patients: 10 years after the last discharge, 
but master patient index data must be kept 
permanently. Minor patients: Complete medical 
records must be retained 2 years after the age of 
majority (i.e., until patient turns 20).  

https://admincode.legislature.state.al.us/administrative-code/420-5-7-.13
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#18.20.085
https://www.azleg.gov/viewDocument/?docName=http://www.azleg.gov/ars/12/02297.htm
https://www.sos.arkansas.gov/uploads/rulesRegs/Arkansas%20Register/2015/oct2015/007.05.15-001.pdf
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California 22 CA ADC §70751 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 

Adult patients: 7 years after discharge. Minor 
patients: 7 years after discharge or 1 year after the 
patient reaches the age of 18 

Colorado 6 COLO. CODE REGS. § 1011-1: IV-
8.102 

6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 

Adult patients: 10 years after the most recent 
patient care usage. Minor patients: 10 years after 
the patient reaches the age of majority (i.e., until 
patient turns 28).  

Connecticut CONN. AGENCIES REGS § 19-13-D3 7 years from the last date of 
treatment, or, upon the 
death of the patient, for 3 
years.  

10 years after the patient has been discharged.  

Delaware DEL. CODE ANN. tit. 24 § 1761 7 years from the last entry 
date on the patient’s 
record.  

6 years as stipulated by HIPAA. 

Disctrict of 
Columbia 

§ 3–1210.11. 5 years from the date of last 
contact for an adult and a 
minimum period of 5 years 
after a minor reaches the 
age of majority. 

 

 

 
 

10 years following the date of discharge 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CDPH%20Document%20Library/AFL-20-08-Attachment-02.pdf
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=5698
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=5698
https://portal.ct.gov/dph/public-health-hearing-office/regulations/public-health-code-medical-records-regulations#_Toc134942556
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title24/c017/sc05/index.html
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/3-1210.11
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Florida FLA. ADMIN. CODE ANN. r. 64B8-
10.002 

5 years from the last 
patient contact.  

Public hospitals: 7 years after the last entry.  

Georgia GA. COMP. R. & REGS. § 111- 8-40-
.18 

10 years from the date the 
record item was created.  

Adult patients: 5 years after the date of discharge. 
Minor patients: 5 years past the age of majority 
(i.e., until patient turns 23).  

Hawaii HAW. REV. STAT. § 622-58 Adult patients: Full 
medical records: 7 years 
after last data entry. Basic 
information: 25 years after 
the last record entry. Minor 
patients: Full medical 
records: 7 years after the 
patient reaches the age of 
majority (i.e., until patient 
turns 25). Basic 
information: 25 years after 
the minor reaches the age 
of majority.  

Adult patients: Full medical records: 7 years after 
last data entry. Basic information: 25 years after 
the last record entry. Minor patients: Full medical 
records: 7 years after the minor reaches the age of 
majority (i.e., until patient turns 25). Basic 
information: 25 years after the minor reaches the 
age of majority (i.e., until patient turns 43).  

Idaho IDAHO CODE ANN. § 39- 1394 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 

Clinical laboratory test records and reports: 5 
years after the date of the test. 

Illinois 210 ILL. COMP. STAT. § 85/6.17 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 
 

10 years.  

Indiana IND. CODE § 16-39-7-1 7 Years.  7 Years.  

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=64B8-10.002
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=64B8-10.002
https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/gac/111-8-40
https://rules.sos.state.ga.us/gac/111-8-40
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/vol13_ch0601-0676/HRS0622/HRS_0622-0058.htm
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/title39/t39ch13/sect39-1394/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=021000850K6.17
https://www.in.gov/courts/iocs/files/cadp-related-statutes.pdf
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Iowa IOWA ADMIN. CODE R. 653-13.7(8) Adult patients: 7 years 
from the last date of 
service. Minor patients: 1 
year after the minor attains 
the age of majority (i.e., 
until patient turns 19).  

6 years as stipulated by basic HIPAA regulations. 

Kansas KAN. ADMIN. REGS. § 28- 34-9a 10 years from when 
professional service was 
provided.  

Adult patients: Full records: 10 years after the last 
discharge of the patient. Minor patients: Full 
records: 10 years or 1 year beyond the date that the 
patient reaches the age of majority.  

Kentucky 902 KY. ADMIN. REGS. 20:275 6 years or if a minor, 
whichever is the longest. 

Adult patients: 5 years from date of discharge. 
Minor patients: 5 years from date of discharge or 3 
years after the patient reaches the age of majority.  

Louisiana LA. REV. STAT. ANN.§ 40:1165.1 6 years from the date a 
patient is last treated.  

10 years from the date a patient is discharged.  

Maine 22 MRS §1711 6 years as stipulated by 
basic HIPAA regulations. 

Adult patients: 7 years. Minor patients: 6 years 
past the age of majority. Patient logs and written x-
ray reports - permanently.  

 
 

Maryland MD. CODE REGS. §10.01.16.04 Adult patients: 5 years 
after the record or report 
was made. Minor patients: 
5 years after the report or 

Adult patients: 5 years after the record or report 
was made. Minor patients: 5 years after the report 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/09-22-2010.653.13.7.pdf
https://sos.ks.gov/publications/pubs_kar_Regs.aspx?KAR=28-34-9a
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/kar/titles/902/020/275/
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/law.aspx?d=964709
https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/22/title22sec1711-C.html
https://health.maryland.gov/mbpme/pages/records.aspx#WebPartWPQ2
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record was made or until 
the patient reaches the age 
of majority plus 3 years.  

or record was made or until the patient reaches the 
age of majority plus 3 years.  

Massachusetts 243 MASS. CODE REGS. § 2.07 7 years from the date of the 
last patient encounter or 
until the date that a minor 
patient reaches 18 years of 
age, whichever is longer.  

30 years after the discharge or the final treatment 
of the patient.  

Michigan MICH. COMP. LAWS § 333.16213 7 years from the from the 
date of the patient’s 
discharge or last treatment.  

7 years from the from the date of the patient’s 
discharge or last treatment.  

Minnesota MINN. STAT. § 145.32 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA 

Most medical records: Permanently (in microfilm). 
Miscellaneous documents: Adult patients: 7 
years. Minor patients: 7 years following the age of 
majority.  

Mississippi MISS. CODE ANN. § 41-9- 69 6 years as stipulated by 
basic HIPAA regulations. 

Adult patients: Discharged in sound mind: 10 
years. Discharged at death: 7 years. Minor 
patients: For the period of minority plus 7 years.  
 

Missouri MO. REV. STAT. § 334.097 7 years from the date the 
last professional service 
was provided.  

Adult patients: 10 years. Minor patients: 10 years 
or until patient’s 23rd birthday, whichever occurs 
later.  

https://www.mass.gov/doc/243-cmr-2-licensing-and-the-practice-of-medicine-0/download
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(0lwwtplywqgwynig4kft35ii))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectName=mcl-333-16213
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/145.32
https://law.justia.com/codes/mississippi/2019/title-41/chapter-9/hospital-records-preparation-preservation-and-destruction/section-41-9-69/
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=334.097
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Montana MONT. CODE ANN. § 50-16-513 and 
MONT. CODE ANN. § 50-16-513 

6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 

Adult patients: Entire medical record—10 years 
following the date of a patient’s discharge or death. 
Minor patients: Entire medical record—10 years 
following the date the patient either attains the age 
of majority (i.e., until patient is 28) or dies, 
whichever is earlier. Core medical record must be 
maintained at least an additional 10 years beyond 
the periods provided above.  

Nebraska 175 NEB. ADMIN CODE §9-006 6 years as stipulated by 
basic HIPAA regulations. 

Adult patients: 10 years following a patient’s 
discharge. Minor patients: (under 19) 10 years or 
until 3 years after the patient reaches age of 
majority (i.e., until patient turns 22), whichever is 
longer.  

Nevada NEV. REV. STAT. § 629.051 5 years after receipt or 
production of health care 
record.  

 

 

 
 

5 years after receipt or production of health care 
record.  

 
 

New 
Hampshire 

N.H. CODE ADMIN. R. ANN. He-P 
802.20 

7 years from the date of the 
patient’s last contact with 
the physician, unless the 
patient has requested that 
the records be transferred 

Adult patients: 7 years after a patient’s discharge. 
Minor patients: 7 years or until the minor reaches 
age 19, whichever is longer.  

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0500/chapter_0160/part_0050/section_0130/0500-0160-0050-0130.html
https://rules.mt.gov/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=37%2E106%2E402
https://www.nebraska.gov/rules-and-regs/regsearch/Rules/Health_and_Human_Services_System/Title-175/Chapter-09.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-629.html#NRS629Sec051
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt476/files/inline-documents/sonh/he-p802-rules-for-hospitals.pdf
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt476/files/inline-documents/sonh/he-p802-rules-for-hospitals.pdf
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to another health care 
provider, or one year after 
reaching age 18 in the case 
of a minor.  

New Jersey N.J. STAT. ANN. § 26:8-5 7 years from the date of the 
most recent entry.  

Adult patients: 10 years following the most recent 
discharge. Minor patients: 10 years following the 
most recent discharge or until the patient is 23 
years of age, whichever is longer. Discharge 
summary sheets (all) 20 years after discharge.  

New Mexico N.M. CODE R. § 16.10.17.10 Adult patients: 10 years 
following the last treatment 
date of the patient. Minor 
patients: Must be retained 
until the patient is 21 years 
old.  

 

 

 

 
 

Adult patients: 10 years following the last 
treatment date of the patient. Minor patients: 
Must be retained until the patient is 21 years old.  

New York N.Y. COMP. CODES R. & REGS. § 
405.10 

Six years from the date of 
discharge or three years 
after the patient’s age of 
majority (18 years), 

Adult patients: 6 years from the date of discharge. 
Minor patients: 6 years from the date of discharge 
or 3 years after the patient reaches 18 years (i.e., 

https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish:10.1048/Enu
https://www.srca.nm.gov/parts/title16/16.010.0017.html
https://regs.health.ny.gov/content/section-40510-medical-records
https://regs.health.ny.gov/content/section-40510-medical-records
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whichever is longer, or at 
least six years after death. 

until patient turns 21), whichever is longer. 
Deceased patients At least 6 years after death.  

North Carolina 10A N.C. ADMIN. CODE §13B.3903 Adult patients: 11 years 
following discharge. Minor 
patients: Until the patient’s 
30th birthday. 

Adult patients: 11 years following discharge. 
Minor patients: Until the patient’s 30th birthday.  

North Dakota N.D. ADMIN. CODE § 33-07-01.1-20 10 years after the patient’s 
last visit. 

Adult patients: 10 years after the last treatment 
date. Minor patients: 10 years after the last 
treatment date or until the patient’s 21st birthday, 
whichever is later.  

Ohio Rule 3701-83-11 6 years after discharge 6 years after discharge 

Oklahoma OKLA. ADMIN. CODE §310:667-19-
14 

Adult patients: 5 years 
beyond the date the patient 
was last seen. Minor 
patients: 3 years past the 
age of majority (i.e., until 
the patient turns 21). 
Deceased patients 3 years 
beyond the date of death. 

Adult patients: 5 years beyond the date the 
patient was last seen. Minor patients: 3 years past 
the age of majority (i.e., until the patient turns 21). 
Deceased patients 3 years beyond the date of 
death.  

Oregon OAR 333-505-0050 10 years after the date of 
last discharge. 

10 years after the date of last discharge. Master 
patient index—permanently.  

http://reports.oah.state.nc.us/ncac/title%2010a%20-%20health%20and%20human%20services/chapter%2013%20-%20nc%20medical%20care%20commission/subchapter%20b/10a%20ncac%2013b%20.3903.pdf
https://www.ndlegis.gov/information/acdata/pdf/33-07-01.1.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3701-83-11
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/health/health2/documents/updated-oac-310-667-0919.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/health/health2/documents/updated-oac-310-667-0919.pdf
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/displayDivisionRules.action?selectedDivision=1365
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Pennsylvania 28 PA. CODE § 115.23 Adult patients: At least 7 
years following the date of 
the last medical service. 
Minor patients: 7 years 
following the date of the 
last medical service or 1 
year after the patient 
reaches age 21 (i.e., until 
patient turns 22), whichever 
is the longer period.  

Adult patients: 7 years following discharge. Minor 
patients: 7 years after the patient attains 
majority(5) or as long as adult records would be 
maintained.  

Puerto Rico None 5 years last discharge. 
Minors: records must be 
kept until the patient is 26 
years old ( 5 years after the 
patient reaches the age of 
majority) 

5 years last discharge. Minors: records must be 
kept until the patient is 26 years old ( 5 years after 
the patient reaches the age of majority) 

Rhode Island 230-RICR-20-60-4 5 years unless otherwise 
required by law or 
regulation.  

Adult patients: 5 years following discharge of the 
patient. Minor patients: 5 years after patient 
reaches the age of 18 years (i.e., until patient turns 
23).  

 
 

South Carolina S.C. CODE ANN. § 44-115-120 Adult patients: 10 years 
from the date of last 
treatment. Minor patients: 

Adult patients: 10 years. Minor patients: Until the 
minor reaches age 18 and the "e;period of 
election"e; expires, which is usually 1 year after the 

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/028/chapter115/s115.23.html&d=reduce
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/Regulations/part/230-20-60-4?reg_id=9511
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t44c115.php
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13 years from the date of 
last treatment.  

minor reaches the age of majority (i.e., usually until 
patient turns 19).  

South Dakota S.D. Codified Laws § 36-4-38 When records have become 
inactive or for which the 
whereabouts of the patient 
are unknown to the 
physician.  

Adult patients: 10 years from the actual visit date 
of service or resident care. Minor patients: 10 
years from the actual visit date of service or 
resident care or until the minor reaches age of 
majority plus 2 years (i.e., until patient turns 20), 
whichever is later.  

Tennessee Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 0880-02-.15 Adult patients: 10 years 
from the provider’s last 
professional contact with 
the patient. Minor patients: 
10 years from the provider’s 
last professional contact 
with the patient or 1 year 
after the minor reaches the 
age of majority (i.e., until 
patient turns 19), whichever 
is later.  

 

 
 

Adult patients: 10 years following the discharge of 
the patient or the patient’s death during the 
patient’s period of treatment within the hospital. 
Minor patients: 10 years following discharge or for 
the period of minority plus at least one year (i.e., 
until patient turns 19), whichever is later.  

Texas 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 165.1 Adult patients: 7 years 
from the date of the last 
treatment. Minor patients: 
7 years after the date of the 

Adult patients: 10 years after the patient was last 
treated in the hospital. Minor patients: 10 years 
after the patient was last treated in the hospital or 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Rules/Administrative/44:73:09:06
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/documents/0880-02.20091221.pdf
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=22&pt=9&ch=165&rl=1
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last treatment or until the 
patient reaches age 21, 
whichever date is later.  

until the patient reaches age 20, whichever date is 
later.  

Utah UTAH ADMIN. CODE §432-100-33 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 

Adult patients: 7 years. Minor patients: 7 years or 
until the minor reaches the age of 18 plus 4 years 
(i.e., patient turns 22), whichever is longer.  

Vermont 12-5-14 VT. CODE R. §946 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 

10 years.  

Virginia 18 VA. ADMIN. CODE § 85-20-26 & 
12 VA. ADMIN. CODE § 5-410-370 

Adult patients: 6 years 
after the last patient 
contact. Minor patients: 6 
years after the last patient 
contact or until the patient 
reaches age 18 (or 
becomes emancipated), 
whichever time period is 
longer.  

 

 
 

Adult patients: 5 years following patient’s 
discharge. Minor patients: 5 years after patient 
has reached the age of 18 (i.e., until the patient 
reaches age 23).  

Washington WASH. REV. CODE § 70.41.190 6 years as stipulated by 
basic HIPAA regulations. 

Adult patients: 10 years following the patient’s 
most recent hospital discharge. Minor patients: 10 
years following the patient’s most recent hospital 
discharge or 3 years after the patient reaches the 

https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/code_rtf/r432-100.rtf
https://archive.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2015-2016/State-Administration-and-Veterans-Affairs/Meetings/Feb-2016/Exhibits/SAVA-Feb-2016-Exhibit3.pdf
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title18/agency85/chapter20/section26/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title12/agency5/chapter410/section370/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70.41.190
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age of 18 (i.e., until the patient turns 21) whichever 
is longer.  

West Virginia H. B. 4396 6 years as stipulated by 
HIPAA. 

6 years as stipulated by HIPAA. 

Wisconsin WIS. ADMIN. CODE DHS Med 21.03 5 years from the date of the 
last entry in the record.  

5 years.  

Wyoming WYO. STAT. ANN. § 35-2-606 10 years from the date of 
last treatment. 

10 years from the date of last tr 

 

Important: The information contained within this PDF is provided as a reference with the understanding that this page and all authors of 
content, are not rendering legal information or advice. The information provided about state medical record retention laws is accurate to the 
date of the most recent update, and are subject to change at any time. For more information on any specific law, please consult your state's 
official website. 

 

For More Information About Our Medical Records Scanning Services, Click Here. 

 

 

 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/bill_status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=hb4396%20intr.htm&yr=2008&sesstype=RS&i=4396
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/med/21/03/1
https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title35.pdf
https://www.securescan.com/services/medical-records-scanning/

